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Summary: As Cortana finishes putting the Master Chief into cryosleep, 
she notices an uninvited guest. An incredibly short one-shot written 
in less than an hour earlier this evening, an imaginary cookie goes 
to the first person to notice the numerological joke. 


The Stowaway 
**The Stowaway** 

The lid hissed as it closed. 

'Wake me . . . when you need me. ' 

Cortana watched from the internal camera as the Chief's vitals 
steadily dropped over the next hour, his breathing slowing so that 
the little oxygen left in the _Eorward Unto Dawn_ would last him for 
around 350 years. 

And that's when she noticed the data card's _other_ 
occupant . 

' WhataC" ' 

_' Greetings, Construct. I am 032 Mendicant Bias. Remember me?'_ 

'How did you get on to my data card?' 

_'You really shouldn't build insecure wireless transfer into your 
storage devices. I hope you don't mind me hitchhiking . '_ 

A brief pause. 

_'We have a lot of time to pass, and much that we can discuss. Let's 
talk . ' 



End 
f ile . 



